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In the spirit of reconciliation, Queensland Hydro acknowledges the 

Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Queensland and, in particular 

the lands, skies and waters on which we operate. We celebrate the diversity 

of Aboriginal peoples and their ongoing cultures and connections to the 

lands, skies and waters of Queensland.

Queensland Hydro pays respect to Elders past and present honouring their 

continuing spiritual and cultural connections to Country. 

Acknowledgement of Country
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Introduction and 

housekeeping

LEISA PROWSE
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Review and reflection of 2023

The community needed more support Å Queensland Hydro is reviewing additional support services to build on our existing telehealth 

offering and help expand support services available in the area.

Request for information on studies when they occur Å Updates on studies at each meeting and guest presenters

To understand the bigger picture and other solutions considered
Å The Department of Energy and Public Works presented the Queensland Energy and Jobs 

Plan and Powerlink presented the Transmission Easement Engagement Process 

SRG feedback Project action

Broaden the SRG representation including more landowners Å Members added through an EOI process

To gain a critical understanding of the Project
Å Project updates covered timeline, approval stages, Detailed Analytical Report (DAR), Front-

End Engineering Design (FEED), geotechnical findings, hydrology and ecology investigations, 

and technical advice

You asked us to provide clearer communication Å Q&Aôs on the website, more community connects, formal enquiries and complaints procedure

Opportunities to discuss local and regional issues equally
Å Workshop sessions to identify local and regional issues including SIE, values, historic 

heritage and ecology 



Review and reflection of 2023

Clearly define the ground rules of the group, particularly around 

privacy 

Å Privacy reminders in the meeting ground rules

Å Minutes are not associated to individual SRG members.

Additional support during and after meetings
Å Meetings held at convenient locations

Å Follow-up questions are responded to after each meeting

Å Minutes and meeting summary reflect members accountability questions to 

Queensland Hydro

To provide key messages and question promptly following 

meeting to allow prompt sharing of information
Å Meeting wrap-up issued promptly including key messages and questions

Help members demonstrate to their communities how they are 

holding Queensland Hydro to account

SRG feedback Project action
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To ensure community benefits and opportunities are integrated
Å Values workshop to help inform future collaboration opportunities

Å SRG feedback informed the SIE chapter of the DAR 



Project update

TRISH AULD



Project Update

DAR 

Investigations

Mid-2023 ï

Mid-2024

DAR submission

Mid-2024

Proposed main 
works

from 2027

First power

2032 ï2035

Proposed 

exploratory works

(including road 

realignment)

2025 ï2027

Water

Ecology 

Geology and soils 

Sustainability 

Social

Cultural heritage 

Technical studies and 

investigations focus areas:

We are here
Submit EPBC Act 

referrals for 

exploratory works and 

road realignment

Submit EPBC 

Act referral for 

main works

8



Å Site works recommenced in January

Å Geotechnical works completed so far:

o 24 borehole holes complete

o over 3 km of cores collected

o 16 test pits complete

Å Environmental studies continue (detailed update provided 

later in presentation) with key preliminary field studies 

complete including:

o Terrestrial ecology

o Aquatic ecology

o Borehole census

o Water quality and sediment

o Groundwater

o Soils and agriculture.

Investigation studies update

Sample of geotechnical core collected at around 845m depth

Geotechnical drilling rig located in the Dalrymple Heights area
9



Front End 

Engineering 

Design update

NELSON MCCOSH



Pioneer-Burdekin proposed site

Stage 1
generation potential 
2,500MW

We acknowledge the Yuwi Peoples in the Pioneer River catchment and the Widi Peoples in the Burdekin River catchment

Stage 2
generation potential 
2,500MW
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Project area

Project Infrastructure

Å reservoirs

Å inlets / outlets

Å tunnel and tunnel portals

Å power cavern

Å access roads

Å switching station

Å environmental offsets

Å storage and laydown

Å site accommodation

Å site offices

Å quarries and batching plants

Å transmission lines
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Road

Project area

Reservoir



Pioneer-Burdekin proposed site

Stage 1
generation potential 
2,500MW
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Upper Reservoir A

Lower Reservoir

Upper Reservoir B



Pioneer-Burdekin PHES - Stage 1 

Lower Reservoir

Upper Reservoir A
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Pioneer-Burdekin PHES - Stage 1 (2500 MW)

Lower Reservoir

Upper Reservoir A
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Road

Bridge

Dam wall

Reservoir



Lower Reservoir
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Road

Bridge

Dam wall

Spillway

Reservoir

Waterway 

tunnel



Lower Main Dam and outlet works
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Lower Main Dam
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Note: images display indicative typical arrangements subject to change



Upper Reservoir A
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Road

Dam wall

Reservoir

Waterway 

tunnel



Upper Reservoir A main dam

20Note: images display indicative typical arrangements subject to change



Upper Reservoir A saddle dam

21Note: images display indicative typical arrangements subject to change



Upper Reservoir B 
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Reservoir

Dam wall



Underground works
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Road Dam wall Access tunnel Underground Power station Waterway tunnel



Power station sections



Historic heritage 

assessment

LEON BEYLEVELD



Å No formally registered or protected historic heritage 

sites in the vicinity of the project

Å Archival research and analysis of historical aerial 

imagery has identified 41 sites of potential community 

historic value in the vicinity of the project, comprising:

o 9 sites of interest in the upper reservoir / 

Dalrymple Heights area

o 32 sites of interest in the lower reservoir / 

Netherdale area

Å The lack of historical listings creates a gap in the 

project research. We want to understand what is 

important to the community to further develop our 

investigation.

Historic heritage

Sites of interest include:

Å Dalrymple Heights School 

Å Netherdale State School

Å Site of the former Excelsior Hotel 

Å Eungella Railway Station 

Å Pioneer Valley Railway terminus, crane and 

other associated railway structures 

26
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Upper Reservoir ïHistoric heritage areas of interest
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Lower Reservoir ïHistoric heritage areas of interest



Do you know of any hidden gems or overlooked 

historical places within the community?

What places in our community do you consider to be 

historically significant, and why?

Group workshop ïhistoric heritage

Mine sites
Remnants of pastoral or 

mining equipment

Old survey markers

Family burial 

grounds

Remnants of old buildings 

of other structures

Places of significant 

local historical events

Places of social 

connection

Your feedback will be used to inform the ongoing 

historic heritage studies



Ecological studies -

update

JON ALEXANDER



Terrestrial Ecology ïinitial survey findings

98

fauna 

species

70

birds

20

mammals

10

reptiles

8

amphibians

317

flora 

species

155

lower 

reservoir

162

upper 

reservoirs
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person hours of terrestrial survey to date 

including:

341 regional ecosystem verification sites

196 fauna habitat assessment sites

450

Initial field surveys between November 2023 and January 2024 confirmed:



Terrestrial Ecology ïinitial survey findings

Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES)

Å Black Ironbox (Eucalyptus raveretiana)

Å Spectacled Monarch (Symposiachrus trivirgatus)

Å Lathamôs snipe (Gallinago hardwickii) 

Matters of State Environmental Significance (MSES)

Å Eungella Coleus (Coleus eungellaensis)

Å Eungella Aspen (Acronychia eungellensis)

Å Synima heterophylla

Å An additional 13 MNES and 30 MSES conservation 

significant species (including 11 species listed under 

both the EPBC Act and NC Act).

Å Five MNES migratory species with potential to occur 

based on the presence of suitable habitat and nearby 

historical records.

Black ironbox 

(Eucalyptus 

raveretiana)

Eungella coleus 

(Coleus eungellaensis)

Eungella aspen

(Acronychia 

eungellensis)
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Species found Also considered
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Commonwealth and State impact assessment processes

Matters of National Environmental 

Significance (MNES)

EPBC Act

Commonwealth

Initial identification of environmental matters that might 

be affected by the project

Field studies to gather more information

Complete an impact self assessment using impact 

guidelines

EPBC referral to Department of Climate Change, 

Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) 

DCCEEW determine if the project is a Controlled Action

DCEEW makes a decision on method of assessment 

e.g. Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

Matters of State Environmental Significance 

(MSES)

Nature Conservation Act

Vegetation Management Act

Fisheries Act 

State

The requirements of these acts often have additional 

approval processes beyond the Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) or may be considered separately if 

they're not included in the EPBC matters list.

We 

are 

here



Å A precautionary assessment approach has been taken, assuming a 

conservative scenario. 

Å This was undertaken for 19 MNES and 11 MSES that were confirmed 

present, likely to occur or had the potential to occur in the study 

area. 

Å Based on this precautionary basis, the Project is considered to have 

potential to result in impacts on the below.

Preliminary impact assessments

Northern Quoll

Eungella Spiny Crayfish

(Euastacus eungellensis)

Eungella aspen

(Acronychia eungellensis)

Å Koala

Å Greater Glider

Å Yellow-Bellied Glider (southern) 

Å Northern Quoll

Å Grey-Headed Flying-Fox

Å Eungella Day Frog 

Å Eungella Spiny Crayfish

Å Glossy black-cockatoo (northern)

Å Eungella Honeyeater

Å Orange-Speckled Forest-Skink

Å Eungella Shade-Skink

Å Eungella Tinker Frog

Å Tusked Frog

Note: Platypus is covered by the aquatic ecology scope
34

MNES
Matters of National Environmental 

Significance
MSES

Matters of State Environmental 

Significance



Species name Common name Conservation status* Likelihood of occurrence

EPBC Act NC Act

Conservation significant flora

Ozothamnus eriocephalus Eungella Hairy Daisy Vulnerable Vulnerable Likely to occur

Eucalyptus raveretiana Black Ironbox Vulnerable Least Concern Confirmed present

Phalaenopsis rosenstromii Native Moth Orchid Endangered Endangered Potential to occur

Phlegmariurus tetrastichoides Square Tassel Fern Vulnerable Vulnerable Likely to occur

Conservation significant birds

Geophaps scripta scripta Squatter Pigeon (southern) Vulnerable Vulnerable Potential to occur

Hirundapus caudacutus White-Throated Needletail Vulnerable, 

Migratory

Vulnerable Likely to occur

Symposiachrus trivirgatus Spectacled Monarch Migratory - Confirmed present

Gallinago hardwickii Lathams Snipe Vulnerable, 

Migratory

- Confirmed Present

Conservation significant mammals

Dasyurus hallucatus Northern Quoll Endangered Least Concern Likely to occur

Phascolarctos cinereus Koala Endangered Endangered Potential to occur

Petauroides volans Greater Glider Endangered Endangered Likely to occur

Petaurus australis australis Yellow-Bellied Glider (south-eastern) Vulnerable Vulnerable Potential to occur

Pteropus poliocephalus Grey-Headed Flying-Fox Vulnerable Least Concern Likely to occur

Macroderma gigas Ghost Bat Vulnerable Endangered Potential to occur

Conservation significant amphibians

Taudactylus eungellensis Eungella Day Frog Endangered Endangered Likely to occur

Conservation significant crustaceans

Euastacus eungellensis Eungella Spiny Crayfish Endangered Endangered Likely to occur

NB. This is subset of the 

Likelihood of Occurrence 

assessment

Likelihood of occurrence summary for MNES conservation 

significant species
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Terrestrial ecology survey sites 



person hours of 

aquatic ecology 

survey to date

Aquatic Ecology

Å Initial field survey completed in November and 

December 2023, pre-wet season.

Å Surveys of aquatic habitat ranging from detailed 

habitat observations and river bioassessment scoring, 

to basic observations and photographs only.

Å Sites selected with a distribution of aquatic habitats 

including within the project footprint, downstream, 

upstream and comparative sites adjacent to the 

project.

Å Completed at 15 sites within the study area during the 

initial field survey, with a total of 28 sites identified for 

future sampling.

Å Second round of surveys commenced in February 

2024. 
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500



Aquatic Ecology survey sites
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